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Welcome to . . .



Why Change? 

Â Over the past two decades public education has 

come under fire for not serving the needs of all 

students. 

Â Increasing demands are being placed on 

schools to reform in order to improve student 

performance. 



Why Change? 

Research has shown that 

future changes will shift 

Jamaicaôs comparative 

advantage from traditional 

labour and resource intensive 

industries to  knowledge 

intensive industries. (Knight and Rapley, 2007)



Why Change? 

There is a compelling need for 

Jamaica to create human and 

social capital in order to 

compete effectively in a global 

economy. 

A  transformed

Education 

System is the

Solution.

A system which 

is innovative, 

Accessible and 

Inclusive.  



Why Change?

ÂA growing number of business 

leaders, politicians and educators 

are united around the idea that 

students need ñ21stcentury skillsò to 

be successful today. (Rotherham & 

Willingham, 2009)



Current Reality  

High level of illiteracy among primary school 

graduates.

At present 1 out of every 2 primary school 

graduates can be considered illiterate.

This problem is compounded by the inability of many 

teachers to develop the literacy skills of their students 

as they lack the requisite training.



Current Reality  

Poor 
performance 

in CSEC 
Examinations 

In 2009 

55% of the 
students 
who sat 

the exams 
passed 

less than 5 
subjects

16% 
received 

no 
subject at 

all



Current Reality   

Underachievement of Boys: 

In 2009 of the 163,245 subject entries for public 

secondary schools at the general proficiency 

level in the CSEC examinations 

60.6% were for Females

39.4% were for Males (MOE, 2009)



Current Reality 

ÂThe Statistics revealed that the males

Sat fewer subjects

ÅAnd had 

A higher failure rate than their 
female counterparts

Å(MOE, 2009)



Current Reality 

The inability of the system to effectively 

support the performance of male students is 

particularly worrying considering that boys are 

particularly at risk for participating in 

criminal activities. 



Current Reality 

ÂAnother concern is serious 

weaknesses in schoolsô capacity to 

use data and statistics to make 

empirical observations of trends in 

student performance. 



Current Reality

ÂThe foregoing challenges underscore 

the need for change.

ÂSchools need to be transformed so 

that they can produce a mass of 

literate graduates with a sound 

educational base and transferable 

skills. (Knight and Rapley, 2007)


